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Synopsis

John Irish and Barbara Ozuna, both experienced history teachers, have teamed up to develop this
workbook to focus on the historical thinking skills that high school students in the AP* World History
course must master in order to perform well on the exam. Nine types of graphic organizers help
students hone the skills essential for success in the course, including cause and effect,
chronological reasoning, comparison, contextualization, continuity and change over time, defining
the period, historical argument and turning points. APA A® is a trademark registered and/or owned
by the College Board, which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this

product.
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Customer Reviews

John P. Irish received his B.A. in philosophy and political science from Southern Methodist
University, his M.A. in philosophy from the University of Arkansas, and a M.L.S. in American Studies
from Southern Methodist University. He is currently working on his Doctorate in Humanities from
SMU. He has been teaching U.S. History for over 15 years. He currently teaches AP U.S. History at
Carroll Senior High School in Southlake, Texas, where he coaches the UIL Social Studies Team

and is the UIL Academic Coordinator.

This is a great resource for teachers and students alike. This book (as stated in the description) is a

work/practice book for students to develop and hone their historical thinking skills. The other



reviewers who criticized this book for being nothing more than a set of graphic organizers should
have read the description. Yes, it is a set of graphic organizers, but these are great starting points
for class discussions, historical writing development, critical thinking, etc. The historical
interpretation sets in this book, alone, are definitely worth the cost of the book. This is a must have
for every AP World History Teacher who finds him/herself searching for good resources in light of

the redesign.

With limited time, this resource gave me instant skill practice sheets to use with my students.

Re-activated prior knowledge when using them before the exam. Good class discussion openers.

| can’t wait to use this book in my AP World history classes! It is very well aligned with the AP Key

Concepts and Historical Thinking Skills. I love it!

Excellent resource. Helps students and teachers alike learn to think historically. Provides

challenging and thoughtful practice, especially for AP World students.

Wow! | am shocked by some of the reviews here. As a veteran AP teacher, | cannot say enough. |
have a copy and | am already thinking about how | will use this text as a tool in my class; it will
compliment my other textbooks well. My students will use this as a review as we complete various
periods, and it will really serve to reinforce the historical thinking skills which my students will
struggle in defining. | say purchase this text knowing that it invites the teacher and student to

engage in the HTS tasks.

Yes, John P. Irish’s workbook could have been a whole 9 pages and yes, it's a workbook of
handouts but if he’s willing to invent the wheel, | feel no need to re-invent it. For the sake of honesty,
I've attended several of his AP summer seminars; he is a passionate and highly-effective teacher;
why not use what he’s come up with which then frees me to focus on other things for my AP, pre-AP
classes, and the extra-curricular activities of a typical school year / day. If your teaching and "life
outside of the classroom schedule" permits you enough free time to come up with these activities,
great! Be thankful. Mine doesn’t so | am thankful that John, in his efforts to better prepare his AP

students for the CB test, put the time and brains into this workbook.

| wish the other reviews were avialable before | purchased this! | was very disappointed to find out



that all | was getting was a set of identical graphic organizers with different titles. Don’t wast your

money.

This is 9 worksheets printed over and over again with different themes or topics. This could be sold
as 9 sheets of paper or an easy download on teachers pay teachers for $3.50. The price is a bit
nuts for this.
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